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Contributor’s biographies
DANIAL ADKISON served in Gabon from 1997 to 2000. 

He lives in New York City. 

LAURENCE BUDD served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in 
the Philippines (1979-80). He now lives in Fort Collins, 
Colorado where he runs Urban Water Conservation 
LLC consulting business and edits the magazine Water 
Efficiency. 

JOSHUA BERMAN (Nicaragua 1998-2000) is a freelance 
writer and award-winning guidebook author for Avalon 
Travel Publishing’s Moon Handbook and Living Abroad In 
series. His work has been published in Yoga Journal, the 
Boston Globe, Transitions Abroad, and Outside Traveler. His 
website is www.stonegrooves.net. 

HEATHER B. CARROLL (Russia, 2000-2001) is currently 
pursing her PhD in English Language and Linguistics 
at the University of Wisconsin. She lives with her 
husband, Joe, and two daughters, Siobhan and Niamh.  

J.K. DANE worked as a Peace Corps Volunteer from 1994-
1996.  She is a writer of fiction and essays.  She lives 
with her husband and three children in Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin. 

JOHN W. EVANS was the first Peace Corps volunteer to 
live and work in Tangail, Bangladesh. His poems 
appear in print in Best New Poets 2006, 5AM, Poetry East, 
Nimrod, Alimentum, Epicenter, and Harpur Palate, and 
online at Slurve, Stirring, Front Porch and Opium. He 
teaches at a public high school in Bucharest, Romania. 

JAKE FAWSON was born and raised in the southern Utah 
desert surrounded by a hoard of siblings and a few 
goats.  He currently lives in Salt Lake City where he is a 
commercial real estate appraiser and part-time radio 
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production teacher at the University of Utah.  As Peace 
Corps Volunteers (2000-2002), Jake and his wife Sarah 
managed the early development of an eco-tourism 
project in Gabon's Lope National Park.  Jake is co-
editor and idea monkey behind Americans Do Their 
Business Abroad.

DEBBY HANGBE served in Benin as an English teacher 
from 2002-2004. There, she found the ultimate 
souvenir, her husband (yes, he hates it when she says 
that). They live together in Rochester, Minnesota, 
where she avoids spending time in nature and never 
uses a latrine.  

BETSY L. HOWELL is a freelance writer and wildlife 
biologist for U.S. Forest Service on Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula. Her essays have appeared in the 
Oregonian, Clackamas Literary Review, South Loop Review, 
the anthology, Back Road to Crazy, Stories From The Field 
(University of Utah Press, 2005) and two online 
journals, Women in Natural Resources and The Apple Valley 
Review. Her memoir, Acoustic Shadows, Men at War and a 
Daughter Who Remembers Them has recently been 
published (April 2007) by Rainforest Press. She lives in 
Port Townsend.  

NOAH JACKSON served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in 
the Philippines and is a working photographer based in 
Missoula, Montana. His work focuses primarily on 
conservation stories that occur along the edges of 
communities and forests. Some bodies of work include 
Forest Users in the Philippines, Community 
Restoration, Organic Farmers, Haitian Refugees and 
Watersheds. All of his Montana-based work is carbon 
neutral and proceeds from his work go toward helping 
organizations with fundraising and groundwork. He 
can be contacted at jackson.noah@gmail.com. 

RODERICK JONES is an epidemiologist in Chicago, 
where he investigates outbreaks of infectious disease. 
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He served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Nicaragua 
during 1992-1996, and is a frequent contributor to 
Backstreets: The Boss Magazine. 

JOHN KRAUSKOPF was a Peace Corps Volunteer and 
volunteer trainer in the desert region of Iran in the 
1960s. He as recently retired from a career in inter-
cultural communication and has written articles and 
reviews for the Peace Corps Writers web magazine and 
published stories about his railroading hobby in Trains 
magazine. He is also devoting much volunteer time to 
the Western Railway Museum, which provides a living 
history experience in Solano County, California. John's 
current writing project is an anecdotal history of a 
Michigan resort community. 

JERRY D. LOUDENBACK served in the Peace Corps in 
Afghanistan as a TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language) Teacher Volunteer and volunteer trainer 
from 1972-74. He went on to work in the private sector 
for a company serving foreign students where he was 
highly respected as an educator in the many roles he 
played—educational manager, trainer, boss, youth 
coach, community volunteer, parent. An engaging 
storyteller, he brought his tales of travel and Peace 
Corps experience home. In 1998, he retired and 
abandoned the memos, training manuals and newsletter 
articles of the corporate world to write the stories that 
had long entertained family and friends. Unfortunately, 
that dream was never realized due to a cancer diagnosis 
that claimed his life in 2002. Finger Food is his first 
published story.  

STEVE MCNUTT is co-editor of Americans Do Their 
Business Abroad and served in Gabon from 2000 to 
2002. Currently, he is a post-graduate fellow with the 
International Writing Program at the University of 
Iowa, having received his MFA in Nonfiction Writing 
at UI. His work has appeared in print and on radio, one 
of his essays being a finalist for The Florida Review’s 2006 
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Nonfiction Prize. The next time Jake Fawson contacts 
him with an idea for a “quick project” he vows to leave 
the country and leave no forwarding address. 

AMANDA NOBLE lives and writes in Davis, California. 
She is hard at work on a memoir of her Peace Corps 
experience in The Philippines. 

RICH SITLER graduated from Blackburn College in 
Carlinville, Illinois with B.A. in History and has 
attended Salt Center for Documentary Studies and 
Ohio University’s School of Visual Communication. 
He has worked as a photojournalist for several 
newspapers and served in Jamaica as a Volunteer from 
2000 to 2002, returning in 2006 with Crisis 
Corps. Currently, he is working on a photographic 
documentary of Peace Corps Volunteers working in the 
field. The project is scheduled for completion prior to 
the organization’s 50th anniversary.  

BILL THOMAS was a Volunteer in Fiji from 1970 through 
1972, teaching elementary school on one of the 
hundred-plus inhabited islands in the group. He now 
lives in Rochester, New York, where he works with 
students who have special needs. In his spare time he 
writes children’s books. 

JETT THOMASON served in Uzbekistan as an English 
teacher from 2002-2004. Immediately after his service, 
he spent two years working for the man in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. More recently, Jett has succumbed to grad 
school peer pressure and will be getting back to his 
idealistic roots by studying international development 
policy at Georgetown. 

TOM WELLER served as a Peace Corps rural water and 
sanitation extension agent in Beinamar, Chad, from 
1993 to 1995. He currently lives in Greencastle, 
Indiana, and teaches at Indiana State University, where 
he is the student support services writing specialist. 
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